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WORK EXPERIENCES 

17. What is your present occupation or occupations? WPOC 

___________________________________ 

Switzerland: 

¶ wpoc_01 = tarsi12: What kind of job have you got? OR What kind of job was your last one? 

 _______________________open question   

 no response 99  

Germany: 

¶ not surveyed 

Italy:  

¶ not surveyed 

France:  

¶ wpoc_04= q440sl1: What is your profession (recoded in 14 positions) (consult profession 

code): 

 farmer-smallholder (self-employed) 1  

 craftsman-small trader (self-employed) 2  

 manager of a company with more than 10 salaried staff (self-

employed) 

3  

 liberal profession (self-employed except paramedic in 4) 4  

 teacher/lecturer/scientific profession (salaried employee) 5  

 executives and other top-flight intellectual professions 

(salaried staff) 

6  

 intermediate profession (salaried staff or paramedic) 7  

 school teacher or similar (salaried staff) 8  

 employee (salaried staff) 9  

 service employee (salaried staff) 10  

 worker/farm laborer (salaried staff) 11  

 retired  12  

 pupil/student 13  

 others inactive 14  
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Spain:  

¶ wpoc_05 = p15: What is your present occupation? Included 

homemaker/housewife/househusband as an occupation 

 big company (businessman/high manager) 1  

 small and medium-sized companies (businessman)/self-

employed 

2  

 technical professional 3  

 civil servant/army 4  

 workers & employees of services 5  

 industrial & construction workers 6  

 farm & agricultural workers 7  

 unemployed, with previous employment 8  

 unemployed, without previous employment 9  

 student 10  

 housewife/-husband 11  

 retired or pensioner 12  

 other situation 13  

 donôt know/no answer 14  

 

United Kingdom: 

¶ not surveyed 

Israel 

¶ wpoc_07 = occ: What is your major occupation? (if does not work, what was the last 

occupation, that is ï the vocation, or type of work, not where worked) 

 simple laborer 1  

 skilled worker 2  

 worker in agriculture 3  

 services (hotels, restaurants, laundry, police, cleaners, drivers) 4  

 sales (shops, salesmen, insurance, advertisement) 5  

 clerks (in government, business, bookkeepers, postmen) 6  

 managerial (including officers in military & police) 7  

 professionals (incl. teachers in elementary schools, 

accountants ,social workers, laboratory worker) 

8  

 academic & scientific: (incl. lawyers, architects,   

 high-school teachers) 9  

 homemakers, soldiers 0  

 no response 99  



09/08/2011 
codebook 
Version: August 2011 

 

99 

Mexico: 

¶ wpoc_08 = using wpoc_08a, wpoc_08b and wpoc_08c: present occupation 

 professional (with university studies, university professor) 1  

 teacher (primary, secondary, high school) 2  

 small business owner (shop, restaurant, corner shop) 3  

 bank or office clerk, government employee 4  

 skilled worker (machinist, mechanic, bookbinder, etc.) 5  

 unskilled worker with temporary jobs, sergeant, private, 

domestic service personnel (driver, houseboy, gardener, 

construction worker, taxi driver) 

6  

 farmer 7  

 peasant 8  

 underemployed (non-salaried salesperson, bootblack, car 

washer, agricultural day labourer, etc.) 

9  

 student 10  

 housewife 11  

 other (specify) 12  

Sweden: 

¶ wpoc_09=using wpoc09a and wpoc09b: present occupation 

 employed full-time 1  

 employed part-time 2  

 own and family business/farm 3  

 unemployed 4  

 student 5  

 homemaker 6  

 retired (age) 7  

 retired (illness) 8  

 parental leave 9  

 others 10  

Finland:  

¶ not surveyed, see wmap 

Norway: 

¶ not surveyed 

The Netherlands: 

¶ not surveyed 
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Austria:  

¶ wpoc_13 = s9: occupation (present/past/or household-leader) 

 skilled worker (Facharbeiter) 1  

 other worker 2  

 farmer 3  

 managing employee 4  

 not managing employee 5  

 higher state employee 6  

 state employee in a middle or simple position 7  

 owner and managing directorotr of a big firm 8  

 middle, self employed business man 9  

 little, self employed business man, handicraftsman 10  

 free business 11  

Czech Republic: 

¶ wpoc_14 = q15: What is your present occupation? 

 director, top manager etc. 1  

 professional (University degree required) 2  

 military services, police 3  

 middle level professional 4  

 clerk, administrative work 5  

 services 6  

 agriculture 7  

 skilled worker 8  

 worker in services 9  

 small business/self employed 10  

 runs company with 3 or more employees 11  

 student 12  

 at home (housewife) 13  

 other 14  
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Hungary:  

¶ wpoc_15 = A5b: What is your present occupation (or what was the last one)? (If you had more 

occupations parallel, please tell me your main occupation!) 

 farmer 1  

 manufacturer 2  

 trader 3  

 other service 4  

 freelance 5  

 director 6  

 head of department 7  

 team leader 8  

 production leader 9  

 intellectual with degree 10  

 intellectual without degree 11  

 skilled worker 12  

 unskilled worker 13  

 factory hand 14  

 manual worker in agriculture 15  

 never worked 88  

 no response 99  

Brazil:  Sample A & B 

¶ wpoc_17 =poc: What is your current occupation? 

Remark: There are some problems in matching dataset 

A is ok 

B has 551 missing cases and different labels 

INCLUDING HOUSEWIFE. HOUSE HUSBAND. USE HUTCHINSON CLASSIFICATION 

(1960) a-f. 

Iceland: 

¶ wpoc_18 = V98: what is your profession? 

 unskilled worker, manual labour 1  

 unskilled worker, services 2  

 sailor, fisherman 3  

 farmer 4  

 skilled worker 5  

 office worker 6  

 civil servant 7  

 professionals (private) 8  

 professionals (civil servants) 9  

 manager 10  

 employer 11  

 domestic worker 12  

 student 13  

 invalid 14  

 retired 15  

 other 16  
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Denmark: 

¶ wpoc_19 = a106: Could you tell me more precisely what your occupation is? 

Remark: Categories 7 to 11 of wpos_19 are skipped here (sysmis) 

 _________________  a106_1 

 other  a106_2 

Sri Lanka:  

¶ wpoc_20 = wpoc_17: What is your present occupation or occupations? Include 

homemaker/housewife/househusband as an occupations 

 administrative/managerial/executive 1  

 professional 2  

 business (large) 3  

 business (small) 4  

 technician 5  

 clerical/teaching 6  

 service & sales workers 7  

 skill labour (craft related) 8  

 farmer/cultivator/animal husbandry 9  

 unskilled labour (elementary occupations) 10  

 household worker 11  

Nigeria: 

¶ wpoc: same as core question 

Remark: If the respondent has difficulty answering this question, the interviewer may provide 

a locally appropriate set of occupational categories (include 

homemaker/housewife/househusband as an occupation). 

Kazakhstan: 

¶ wpoc_22 = 201(17): What is your present occupation or occupations? Include 

homemaker/housewife/househusband as an occupation. 

Remark: Labels are missing 

Argentina:  

¶ wpoc_23 = q17: What is your present occupation? 

 people selling in the street 1  

 unskilled worker 2  

 small traders 3  

 white collar 4  

 skilled trader 5  

 teachers 6  

 professional/managerial 7  

 people in charge of institutions of government (i.e. ministry, 

etc.) 

8  

 unemployed 9  

 retired A  

 homemaker B  

 student C  

 person of independent means D  
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Canada: 

¶ wpoc_24 = W3_noc: What is your current occupation? 

Remark: Occupations were recoded according the Canadian ñNational Occupational 

Classification and Career Handbookò (www23.hrdc-drhc.gc.ca)  

 occupation   

 [If R currently self-employed] What kind of business do you 

own? 

coded 

according 

the NOC 

 

 [If less than or eq one year since worked] What was your 

occupation? 

 

 [if retired] What was your occupation?   

 Interviewer: If required: ñWhat kind of work do you do?  

 What are your most important duties?  

USA I: 

¶ wpoca25 and wpocb25 = acctext and indtext: Occupational descriptions (alphanumeric) [F22, 

N23] (ask Perry Benson, UND, for more information) 

Industry descriptions(alphanumeric) [F23, N24] (aks Perry Benson, UND, for more 

information) 

USA II:  

¶ wpoc_26 = jobclass: What (is/was) your (current/most recent) occupation or job title? 

 mgr/professional 1  

 tech/sales administration 2  

 service 3  

 farm/forest/fish 4  

 craft/repair 5  

 fabricators/labor 6  

 military 7  

Uganda: 

¶ wpoc_27 = What is your present occupation or occupations? 

Remark: If the respondent has difficulty answering this question, the interviewer may provide 

a locally appropriate set of occupational categories (include 

homemaker/housewife/househusband as an occupation). 

 manager 9  

 professional 8  

 technician 7  

 clerk 6  

 service worker 5  

 agricultural worker 4  

 craft worker 3  

 machine operator 2  

 elementary occupations 1  

 others   
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Japan: 

¶ wpoc_28 = q9: What is your present occupation or occupations if it is divided into the 

following list? CIRCLE ONE 

 professional (researcher, engineer, doctor, lawyer/accountant, 

teacher, artist, journalist, professional athlete) 

1  

 manager (upper section chief of company or association 2  

 administration (general clerk, office banker, post officer, 

typist, an electircity or gass bill collector) 

3  

 businessperson 4  

 salesperson 5  

 sercvice employee (hairdresser, laundry worker, cook, servant, 

waiter/waitress, tour guide, cabin attendant, janitor, 

housekeeper, babysitter) 

6  

 constable (self defense force member, police officer, guard, 

fireman) 

7  

 farmer, lumberman or fisherman 8  

 driver, train driver, pilot, navigation officer, tour bus guide, 

postman or telephone operator 

9  

 manual or semi-skilled laborer (factory worker, artisan, 

construction worker, cleaning staff) 

10  

 other 11  

Costa Rica: 

¶ wpoc_29: What is your present occupation or occupations? Include 

homemaker/housewife/househusband as an occupations 

 homemaker 1  

 student 2  

 retired 3  

 professional 4  

 unemployed 5  

 farmhand 6  

 technical 7  

 services sector 8  

 comerces/sales 9  

 others 11  

India:  

¶ wpoc_30 = occup: What is your present occupation or occupations? 

 professional 1  

 semi-professional 2  

 skilled worker 3  

 smi skilled worker 4  

 unskilled worker 5  

 unemployed 6  

 retired 7  

 housewife 8  

 student 9  

 others/not classified 10  
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Australia:  

¶ not surveyed 

ECAS: Germany: 

¶ not surveyed 

ECAS: Italy:  

¶ not surveyed 

ECAS: France: 

¶ not surveyed 

ECAS: United Kingdom: 

¶ not surveyed 

ECAS: Sweden: 

¶ not surveyed 

ECAS: Finland: 

¶ not surveyed 

Ireland:  

¶ not surveyed 

Uruguay: 

¶ wpoc_39: What is your present occupation? 

 professional/manager/director 9  

 owner with personal on charge 8  

 non university professional working for his own/independent 

workers, that has also studied, with an enterprise of their 

own/teacher or professor/administrator/seller 

7  

 owner with an inversion/specialized manual worker/manual 

public worker non specialized 

6  

 infrequent work/own worker without inversion/maid/manual, 

private sector, not specialized worker 

5  

 retired 4  

 unemployed 3  

 housewife/does not work/lives from others rent 2  
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Isle of Man: 

¶ wpoc_40: What is your present occupation or main occupation? 

 Part time education and part time work 1  

 Part time education 2  

 Full time education 3  

 Mother/housewife (not more than 7 hours /week outside home) 4  

 Unemployed and not seeking work 5  

 Unemployed and seeking work 6  

 Part time work (8-29 hours per week) 7  

 Full time work (30+ hours per week) 8  

 Government training scheme 9  

 Retired 11  

 Maternity/paternity leave 12  

 Temporarily out of work due to illness 13  

 On disability and no job to go back to 14  

 Temporarily laid off 15  

Belize: 

¶ wpoc_41 = q3_4: What is your job title? Give a brief description of your main duties. 

questions: waiting for an answer from Belize 

 title: _____________________   

 |__|__|__|__|   

 description: ________________   

Nicaragua: 

¶ wpoc_42: What is present occupation or occupations? 

Include homemaker/housewife/househusband as an occupation 

Answer regarding categories not yet received 

 ____________________ (principal/main occupation) 1  

 ____________________ 2  

 ____________________ 3  

 ____________________ 4  

Peru: 

¶ wpoc_43: What is present occupation or occupations? 

Include homemaker/housewife/househusband as an occupation 

Answer regarding categories not yet received 

 ____________________ (principal/main occupation) 1  

 ____________________ 2  

 ____________________ 3  

 ____________________ 4  

Australia II:  

¶ not surveyed 

USA III:  

¶ not surveyed 
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New Zealand: 

¶ wpoc_46 = Q17A_Occupation: What is/are your current occupation or occupations? 

For example, childcare aid, maths teacher, pastry chef, dairy farmer. INCLUDE 

HOMEMAKER / HOUSEWIFE / HOUSEHUSBAND AS AN OCCUPATION. 

 ____________________   

 

18. Do you have a management position? WMAP  

 Yes, at the top level 4 

Yes, at the medium level 3 

Yes, at the low level 2 

No 1 

Switzerland: 

¶ wmap_01 = using the variables wmap_01a, wmap_01b, wmap_01c, and wmap_01d 

(egp10_97) 

Remark: The indicator was created by the Swiss Federal Statistic Office 

 self- employed, high leading position 1  

 high qualified white collar workers 2  

 with collar workers, other non manual jobs 3  

 entrepreneur (small factories) with employees 4  

 entrepreneur (small factories) with employees 5  

 farmer, self-employed fisherman 6  

 foreman 7  

 qualified blue collar workers 8  

 training on the job 9  

 agricultural worker 10  

 no answer 99  

Germany: 

¶ wmap_02 = using wmap_02a (What is your current (or most recent) job position?), and 

wmap_02b:  

 employed as an apprentice 1  

 unskilled / manual worker, skilled worker, office 

worker/government employee 

2  

 self-employed, employee / civil servant with special /higher 

qualifications 

3  

 manager (Director, company head) 4  

 no response 8  

 none of the above 9  

Italy:  

¶ not surveyed 

France:  

¶ not surveyed 
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Spain:  

¶ not surveyed 

United Kingdom: 

¶ not surveyed 

Israel: 

¶ not surveyed 

Mexico: 

¶ wmap_08 = using wmap_08a, wmap_08b and wmap_08c (p8, p9 and p11 = wpos_08a,b,c) 

Remark: see wpcoc_08 

 professional (with university studies, university professor) 1  

 teacher (primary, secondary, high school) 2  

 small business owner (shop, restaurant, corner shop) 3  

 bank or office clerk, government employee 4  

 skilled worker (machinist, mechanic, bookbinder, etc.) 5  

 unskilled worker with temporary jobs, sergeant, private, 

domestic service personnel (driver, houseboy, gardener, 

construction worker, taxi driver) 

6  

 farmer 7  

 peasant 8  

 underemployed (non-salaried salesperson, bootblack, car 

washer, agricultural day labourer, etc.) 

9  

 student 10  

 housewife 11  

 other (specify) 12  

Sweden: 

¶ not surveyed 

Finland:  

¶ wmap_10 = sose1: wording see appendix 

Remark: sose1 is a classification based on the occupation that was asked and categorized in 

the interview situation 

 farmer or other self-employed 1  

 upper white collar employee 2  

 lower white collar employee 3  

 unskilled / skilled worker 4  

 socio-economic position unknown or no profession 5  

 no response 99  

Norway: 

¶ not surveyed 

The Netherlands: 

¶ not surveyed 
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Austria:  

¶ not surveyed 

Czech Republic: 

¶ not surveyed 

Hungary:  

¶ not surveyed 

Brazil:  Sample A 

¶ wmap_17: Are you a manager or in a position of responsibility? 

 yes, high responsibility 4  

 yes, average responsibility 3  

 yes, little responsibility 2  

 no 1  

Iceland: 

¶ not surveyed 

Denmark: 

¶ not surveyed 

Sri Lanka:  

¶ wmap = wmap_18: same as core question 

Remark: 2 x ñ8ò; 1 x ñ7ò??? 

Nigeria: 

¶ wmap: same as core question 

Kazakhstan: 

¶ wmap = 202(18): same as core question 

Argentina:  

¶ wmap: same as core question 

Canada: 

¶ not surveyed 

USA I: 

¶ not surveyed 

USA II:  

¶ not surveyed 

Uganda: 

¶ wmap: same as core question 
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Japan: 

¶ not surveyed 

Costa Rica: 

¶ wmap: same as core question 

India:  

¶ wmap = mgmtpas: same as core question 

Australia:  

¶ not surveyed 

ECAS: Germany: 

¶ not surveyed 

ECAS: Italy:  

¶ not surveyed 

ECAS: France: 

¶ not surveyed 

ECAS: United Kingdom: 

¶ not surveyed 

ECAS: Sweden: 

¶ not surveyed 

ECAS: Finland 

¶ not surveyed 

Ireland:  

¶ not surveyed 

Uruguay: 

¶ wmap: same as core question 

Isle of Man: 

¶ wmap: same as core question 

Remark: a skip orde after wpoc_40  (ñif you are not working please skip to question 19 

(wpos)ò) results in around 30% of missing values on this variable 

Belize: 

¶ not surveyed 

Nicaragua: 

¶ wmap: same as core question 
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Peru: 

¶ wmap: same as core question 

Australia II:  

¶ not surveyed 

USA III:  

¶ not surveyed 

New Zealand: 

¶ wmap: same as core question 

 

19.A. What is your present daily occupation/employment status? WPOS 

 Working for pay 8 (SKIP TO Q. 20) 

Involuntarily unemployed 7 (SKIP TO Q. 19B) 

Student 6 (SKIP TO Q. 26) 

Retired 5 (SKIP TO Q. 26) 

Not working due to illness 4 (SKIP TO Q. 19C) 

Parental or pregnancy leave 3 (SKIP TO Q. 26) 

Homemaker 2 (SKIP TO Q. 26) 

Voluntarily unemployed for other reasons 1 (SKIP TO Q. 26) 

Switzerland: 

¶ wpos_01 = using the variables wpos_01a, wpos_01b, wpos_01c, wpos_01d,wpos_01e, 

wpos_01f, wpos_01g, wpos_01h, wpos_01i, and wpos_01j (arbeit97) 

 employed 1  

 self-employed 2  

 apprenticeship 3  

 occasionally working, unemployed 4  

 housewife, houseman 5  

 retired; chronic diseased 6  

 no response, missing 99  




